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‘6 I shall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death until I have the Infallibility of Human Judgment demonstrated to me.’’....Lafayette. 
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Written for the Hangman. 
THE OUTCAST. 


‘What a piece of work isman! How noble in rea. 
son ! how infinite in faculties! in form and moving, 
how express and admirable ! in action, how like an 
ingel ! in apprehension how like a god! the beauty of 


‘the world ! the paragon of animals ! 





One afternoon, while quietly pursuing my way 
to the pleasant town of M , my attention was 
wrested by a person whose strange appearance 
aused me to observe him thoughtfully :—every 
thing about him indicated a long acquaintance 
with true poverty; but it was not this which 
hiefly awakened my curiosity: the neglected 
eard, white by age; the vacant, yet not idiotic, 
xpression of a careless look; the tattered and 
somewhat fantastic apparel, which was kept to- 
gether as if its wearer expected not to need ano- 
ther,—these, in language horribly severe, pro- 
laimed him an outcast. 

As he passed, I turned to behold the place 
whither he was journeying, and thus completed 
is lesson never to be forgotten. What, thought 
I, can call him thence? 





represented? Should it jseem strange then in 
the streets thereof to meet with any manner of 
wen? Still although it be his native plece, and 
his present home, yet there, where incentives to 


ction outnumber even population, is that poor | 
' 


fellow as useless as here upon the lone road :— 
ueither the temples of charity or pride, learning 
« wealth, religion or iniquity, know his pre- 
sence; nor among the heterogeneous crowds 
which daily throng his path, ean he find one bro- 
ther in pursuit. Alas, what more deplorable 
than the condition of the outeast! he is a wreck 
which the waters of life have cast from them and 
left unburied. While one knoweth relative or 
iriend whom he regards, the intellect and heart 
perform their office ; and so long as a being ex- 
ists in the wide world dependant upon him, or 
le exerts an influence over his {fellow men in 
traffic only, so long ashe is an operative in hu- 
man affairs. Contrasted with the fate of him on 
whom the gates of society are really closed, the 
lot of the convict for life, aye, the doomed to 
public execution, is preferable ; for ere man thus 
lulleth to a level with the brute, the senses alone 
remain, his soul is lost! How melancholy the 
reflection, then, that often, very often, he does so 
through the folly or sinof another! As memory 
reverts to the subject of this sketch, evidences 
rise which prove him to have been no worthless 
riginal. A few years since, perchance, he was 
favorite son, whose budding talents gave pro- 
mise of a bright manhood, and whose winning 
lisposition caused his company to be much court- 
ed—thus making time pass pleasantly—while 
innumerable ties of friendship and love, made 
him strive, by educating his mind for mature ac- 
tion, to leave behind a name beloved and honored. 
In a dark hour, it may be, adverse circumstances, 
trowding upon pride, drove him to commit a 
deed, a crime in the eye of the Jaw, but pardon- 
ible in the sight of Heaven, the punishment for 
Which brought death to all ambition. The rude 
hand of the law, while it shuts out the light of 
day, often depriveth also of all other light—robs 
the mind of whatever can make earth heavenly, 
and buries its victim in aliving grave. 

The best elements of the heart have been 
known to conspire against reason: the death of 
‘near and dear friend, and not unfrequently in- 
justice or change of character in some idol of the 
affections, have so struck the intellect, as in time 
‘o win the bereaved from all sympathy, until cast 
into outer darkness. Deplorable instances, how- 
ever, such as him we have noticed, are most 
often the result of intemperance. It is not im- 
Probable that nature endowed him with a genius 
Which could have elevated him as far above the 
Common class of society, as he is now below it. 

ice is ever eager to make the gifted instruments 





Yet why did I wonder? | 
lua great commercial city, are not all interests | 


of temptation. By sacrificing them at the gam- 
bling table, she finds means of drawing thence 
many more. She maketh them to love the book 
of poetry which celebrates Bacchus until unmind- 
ful of the fate of those they imitate and their own 
horrid example they kneel at his altar, that their 
kneeling may be a signal of destruction to others 
as well as themselves. Great indeed are the ob- 
ligations society imposes upon its members.— 
How innumerable the means in their possession 
of benefiting or injuring each other! 

I have said the outcast was a useless being.— 
He is truly so to himself, but to the observing 
mind which still hath hope of Heaven, the les- 
son he teaches is of no secondary importance.— 
The language of his condition is—Be wary of 
temptation! be vigilant in virtue! While the 
stars yet sing to thee of an hereafter, and thou 
feelest that rain and sunshine, seed time and har- 
vest, war and famine, whatever concerneth the 
human family generally, in a degree concerneth 
thee, think how much thou canst gain, how much 
loose; think also, often think, that though hith- 
er and thither, thy pathway is still to the grave. 
Remember me, and guard well the passions, 
lest they approach too near the throne of reason 
and snatch her sceptre. 





WENSLEY. 


Written for the Hangman. 


REDEMPTION OF THE CRIMINAL. 


| Messrs. Editors :—I feel it a privilege and a 
duty to say to yourselves and the world, that I 
heartily sympathise with you in the great cause 
of reform. My prayer is that abundant success 
may attend the labors of all who are engaged in 
saving mankind from sin and ignorance. 

My opinion is that it is important in connexion 
with our labors to abolish the gallows, that we 
labor also to annihilate causes of crime, and for a 
reform in our prison discipline. Take away temp- 
tation—destroy intemperance—religiously and 
morally educate the young of allclasses, by teach- 
ing them the inseparable connexion existing be- 
tween vice and misery, between virtue and hap- 
piness, and much will be done for the prevention 
of crime that is not now done. Let our prisons 
become wholly and truly houses of reformation, 
wherein prisoners shall always be treated as men, 
morally sick, where the medicine administered 
daily and practically, shall be the love, tender- 
ness, sympathy, and compassion of the Saviour, 
and much will thereby be done for the reforma- 
tion of sinful, erring man, that has not yet been 
done. To my mind, there is nothing exhibiting 
/our want of true practical Christianity so much 
as our neglect as a people to remove the causes 
of crime by the use of every means in our power, 
and our slowness to believe in the power of kind- 
ness to reclaim even the most vile and profligate 
of our race. 

The following lines are founded on fact, and 
were suggested to my mind by the certain know]l- 
edge I have of an individual, who, when sur- 
rounded by the temptations that beset us on 
every hand in the present imperfect state of soci- 
ety, was intemperate and vicious in more senses 
than one. But when placed in a community 
where temptations to intemperance and other 
vices do not exist, and brought under the practi- 
cal influence of true Christian kindness, became, 
and now is, I believe, a true man, and will re- 
main so, without doubt, so long as under present 
influences. This one instance has done much to 
impress on my mind, as I think it should on the 
minds of all, the necessity of aiming to prevent 
crime, not by cruel and revengeful law penalties, 
but by destroying the existing causes, and by 
making our prisons, Homes, Assylums, Hospitals, 
for the morally sick, the openly vicious and profli- 
gate—the. necessity of doing away with every 
thing of a retaliating and revengeful nature in the 
treatment ofcriminals whom we have in our pow- 
er: 

I saw that inebriate, a victim of sin, 

I saw him a prisoner, condemned and Jost, 


I saw him an outcast, polluted within, 
Upon the sea of passion, and intemperance, tossed. 





I saw him ‘mprisoned forthe crimes he had done, 
And most raen believed that just was his doom, 
Within those dark walls to suffer alone— 
To dwell therein sadness, in sorrow, and gloom. 


But the fallen was pitied, by the one he had wronged ! 
From whom he had stolen! Who like Christ could for- 
give! 
Who wished not the sufferings of the prisoner prolong- 
ed, 
But, that a brother might repent, that the fallen might 
live. 








He was brought out from prison by those, who, like 
Christ, 
Refused to condemn. Who said, ‘ go, sin no more.’ 
He went, as was bidden, where intemperance was 
not,— 
Where mercy and kindness for him were in store. 


I saw him again, O, how changed was the scene ! 
No chains—no prison— no prisoner there, maimed ; 
Bat a beautiful Home was there, in the Jail, 


Anda MAN stood before me—the REFORMED! the 





RECLAIMED! 
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Holliston, Mass. 
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A MEETING IN PRISON, 


It is becoming quite common for humane persons 
now to sympathise deeply with the prisoner. For- 
merly it was not so. We are beginning to under- 
stand that though he has erred, yet he is to be for- 
given,and may be reclaimed. Recently the Rev. J. 
G. Adams, editor of the Gospel Teacher, has visited 
the N. H. State Prison on Sunday. He thus speaks 
of it : 

‘A few Sabbaths since, we were called to at- 
tend a religious meeting with the convicts in the 
State Prison in Concord, N. H. It was on a 
sweet summer afternoon, after the services at the 
different churches had closed. We came up to 
the massive granite building, and with the visit- 
ors who had collected, and the Warden, and 
Chaplain, and another clergyman of the town, 
entered the huge iron door that closed after us 
with its dull and heavy sound, and its clanking of 
those dreadful keys, and ascended the stone steps 
to the chapel. There, in its further end were 
seated about seventy prisoners. Their appear- 
ance was neat and orderly ; and on the entrance 
of the visitors they commenced singing. The 
choir seemed quite well acquainted with ordina- 
ry church music, and in it were three or four mu- 
sical instruments skillfully played. 

We were never at a religious service in a pri- 
son before; and never, we believe, were we 
more instructed and profited than in that hour— 
in that place. There was before us in that con- 
victed and assembled group one of the most im- 

ressive moral lessons with which we had ever 
van made acquainted. Men in God’s image, 
the subjects of temptation—the dupes of folly— 
stricken with sin—brought here to answer to 
man for their crimes—to think, if they may, also, 
of that God against whom they have so signally 
transgressed,—such were before us. 

And they were our brothers. Oyes. We felt 
that if they were frail and sinful, we were also 
frail and liable to transgression ; that we shareda 
common nature. Had we perhaps been placed 
under similar adverse circumstances, instead of 
being visitors and ministers here, we also might 
have been numbered with the transgressors with- 
in these prison courts and cells. 

All these prisoners were once children—inno- 
cent, happy children. Many of them—perhaps 
most of them, had mothers who loved them, and | 
who never dreamed as they pillowed them night- 
ly, and hushed them to sleep in their own homes, 


| hang the thief. 





that perhaps while they were living, or else after 
they were in their graves, these very children | 
would find their homes within the dreary prison. 
O what would many a parent think now, to be 
assured that such a doom awaited a child tender- 
ly cherished and loved? And what would many | 
an affectionate brother or sister think, if assured 

that some one of their little family band must in 
dark days to come, for crime committed, have 

the heavy prison gates close upon him, and be | 
shut out for long years from the society and sym- 
pathy of the world? What heart-achings, what 
distractions would such convictions bring! Ah! | 
we could not suppress these thoughts; we could | 
not check the emotions they occasioned. They | 
would come up—and ere we knew it, the tears | 


were in our eyes. 

The religious exercises on this occasion were | 
conducted by Rev. Mr. Tilden, the Unitarian | 
clergyman of Concord. He took for his subject | 
the Parable of the Prodigal Son; and most truly | 
and happily did he apply it. The character of 
Ged as a Father was set forth, and the dreadful 
mistakes of those who wander away from his | 
righteous commandments into the deadly paths | 
of transgression. Affectionately did the preach- | 
er exhort his brethren, the inmates before him, | 
to review their past lives, to humble themselves | 
before that Father who is not only ready to hear, | 
but more willing than the kindest earthly parents | 
are, to bestow good things upon those that ask 
him, Earnest, and sympathetie, and full of kind- | 
ness, were the words of this minister to that as- 





ted? 


sembly. After he had concluded, we were called 
upon to speak, which we did for a short time, as 
we were moved by the deep interest of the occa- 
sion. After a benediction by the Chaplain, and 
singing by the prisoners, the meeting closed. We 
found the Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Atwood, of the 
Baptist denomination, a benevolent and worthy 
man—one who takes strong interest in the wel- 
fare of the convicts, and seeks to be faithful in 
all his intercourse with them. 


ES LLP DDI I I II 


From the Democratic Banner. 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


Mr. Epitror:—As your journal claims to be 
one, wherein is discussed all questions of public 
concern and importance, I have thought proper to 
send you this communication upon the subject 
of Capital Punishment. I have lately received a 
number of the ‘ Hangman’ published by Charles 
Spear, at Boston, which is devoted to the aboli- 
tion of Death Punishment, and from the reading 
of that paper I have been induced to think a lit- 
tle more seriously of the question of Capital Pun- 
ishment than I ever did before. Indeed I have 
become pretty well convinced that hanging up by 
the neck is neither christianity, or necessary to 
the maintenance of our institutions ; and I indulge 
the hope that ere long this bloody code may no 
longer encroach upon the fair name of our com- 
mon country. It is a false idea which many en- 
tertain, that Capital Punishment conduces to make 
men respect and obey the laws ; because it has 
been proved over and over again, that where the 
punishments have been the most severe, there 
also have the laws been the most violated, and 
the character of people rendered much the worse. 
It requires no great amount of perception to see 
that the fires of a bloody inquisition never ac- 
complished their purposes—that the severest 
penalties found ow the records of history never 
conduced in thé least to render crime odious in 
the eyes of the people. I think thenit is a great 
mistake to say, that severe penalties make peo- 
ple obedient, and learn them to respect the laws. 
Laws should be adapted to the nature of crimes, 
if the penalty is too severe for the crime, let the 
penalty be abolished and some better one more 
adapted be instituted. Now the great object of 
Law is the protection for Society—to render our 
social and political compacts secure from crime of 
all kinds; but look at the subject of Murder— 
the penalty has been uniformly hanging, and I 
wish to ask, has this penalty accomplished the 
idea entertained by the law. The fact in the 
case is this, that where hanging has been most 
used as a means to suppress Murder, there has 
Murder been the most prevalent. Many of the 
State Legislatures have abolished the penalty of 
death for other crimes, and why is this, if the 
code of hanging be so conducive to a better state 
of society. Take the crime of Theft, which is 
punished by imprisonment—we all know that 
this crime is one of common oceurrence ; but if 
hanging exerts so beneficial a tendency why not 
[f hanging will suppress crime, 
then hanging is the proper penalty ; but who will 
contend for this? 

In my view there is something truly revolting 
in hanging a man up by the neck in a christian 
land. I cannot behold it but as a relic of barba- 
rism—something altogether at variance with the 
spirit of our institutions. And I cannot look upon 
hanging in any other light, than as murder— 
what else can it be called. ‘Ah!’ says one, ‘it 
is justice.’ But stop, consider well before it is 
called justice. I have said before that the pen- 
alty does not meet the requirements of the law— 
a better state of morals, and a more healthy con- 
dition of society! You may hang, and hang, 
but yet the crime is there still. Does it not seem 
very plain that hanging does not touch the ground- 
work of the crime. Howis the crime commit- 
By an evil nature in the man—here then is 
the cause. Well, then, the spirit of Justice re- 
quires that the cause be removed. Is there re- 
formation for the man? ‘This is the grand ques- 
tion! Yes, I believe that there is a good in the 
natures of all men, for if I denied this, I could 
not believe in the benevolent tone of the chris- 
tian dispensation. I repeat then that hanging is 
not justice? 

As I said before there is something revolting 
in the sight of a scaffold, and a human being, 
created by the Father, about to be bung up in 
sight of men and God—stretched up by the neck 
in the whole view of a curious and evil hearted 
multitude. Though that man is a murderer, yet 
God made him—God gave him a heart—a nature 


| —a dependance upon fellow man; and God still 
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holds him asa child of his own. Man assumes 
a most weighty responsibility when he hangs up 
his fellow man by the neck?) Who gave him the 
power! 

But let us consider, has not that murderer a 
heart capable of reformation? Do we consider 
this sufficiently? Many may consider this as a 
very foolish idea—the reformation of a murderer ; 
but stop friend, durst thou consider that the very 
murderer has a heart—and a heart too, capable 
of reformation. The doctrine of Christianity is, 
that there can be no soul so far degraded, but 
what there may be repentance for that soul.— 
Then we say let this doctrine be carried out—let 
us try it, and see what virtue there is in the 
christian religion. SIGMA. 

P. S. You will hear again from me. 








Che Hangman. 


Boston, October 8, 1845. 





CHARLES SPEAR, 
JOHN M. SPEAR, 


EDITORS AND 
PROPRIETORS. 





Hangman Office Removed. 


THE PUBLISHING OFFICE OF THE HaNe- 
MAN IS AGAIN REMOVED TO No. 38 CornuiLt, 








(sook sTorE oF Mr. Azer Tompkins.) As 
WE ARE NECESSARILY ABSENT MUCH OF THE 
OUR 


TIME, WE HAVE THOUGHT BEST TO HAVE 
BOOKS KEPT AT THE ABOVE NAMED PLACE,— 
SvuBSCRIBERS WILL ALWAYS FIND SOME ONE 
THERE WHO WILL BE HAPPY TO ATTEND TO 
ANY BUSINESS RELATING TO OUR PAPER. 


C. & J. M. SPEAR. 


HISTORY OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


NuMBER IX. 
BOMBAY. 


Abolition of Capital Punishment safe—Sir James Mack- 
intosh’s testimony—Capital Punishment abolished— 
Experiment of seven years—Population of two hun- 
dred thousand. 


We present now to our readers another very in- 
teresting experiment of the abolition, of Capital Pun- 
ishment. The remark is frequently made that it 
would be unsafe to abolish the penalty of death.— 
In the History which we have given, we have shown 
that wherever the law has been removed, society 
has improved. Bombay is a very remarkable in- 
stance of this fact. And in this instance, we have 
unquestionable authority. We think no one can 
doubt the statements of such a man as Sir James 
Macxintosu. Of course, his opportunities must have 
been very great to enable him to test the efficacy of 
the abolition of the law. But we will not enlarge 
here. We find the following in his farewell charge 
to the grand jury of the Supreme Court at Bombay, 
July 20, 1811 :— 

‘Since my arrival here, in May, 1804, the punish- 
ment of death has not been inflicted by this court. 
Now, the population subject to our jurisdiction, either 
locally or personally, cannot be less than two hun- 
dred thousand persons. Whether any evil conse- 
quence has yet arisen from so unusual (and in Bri- 
tish dominions unexampled) a circumstance, as the 
disuse of Capital Punishment, for so long a period 
as seven years, or among a population so considera- 
ble, is a question which you are entitled to ask, and 
to which I have the means of affording you a satis- 
factory answer. 

From May, 1756, to May, 1763, (seven years,) the 
capital convictions amounted to one hundred and 
forty-one, and the executions were forty-seven. The 
annual average of persons who suffered death was 
almost seven, and the annual average of capital 
crimes ascertained to have been perpetrated, was 
nearly twenty. 

From May, 1804, to May, 1511, there have been 
one hundred and nine capital convictions. The an- 
nual average, therefore, of capital crimes legally 
proved to have been perpetrated during that period, 
is between fifteen and sixteen. During this period 
there has been no capital execution. 

But, as the population of this island has much 
more than doubled during the last fifty years, the 
anaual average of capital convictions ought to have 
been forty, in order to show the same proportion of 
criminality with that of the first seven years. And 
between 1756 and 1763 the military force was com- 
paratively smail. A few factories or small ports 
only depended on this government. Between 1504, 
and 1811, five hundred European oflicers, and proba- 
ly four thousand European soldiers, were scattered 
over extensive territories. From May, 1797, to May, 
1804, there were eighteen convictions for murder, of 
which I omit two, as of a very particular kind. In 
that period there were twelve capital executions. 

From May, 1804, to May, 181], there were six 
onvictions for murder, omitting one which was con- 
sidered by the jury as in substance a case of man- 
slaughter with some aggravation. ‘The murders in 
the former period were, therefore, very nearly as three 
to one to those in the latter, to which no capital pun- 
ishment was inflicted. 

This small experiment has, therefore, been made 
without diminution of the security of the 
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lives and property of men. Two hundred thousand 
men have been governed for seven years without a 
Capital Punishment, and without any increase of 
crimes. If any experience has been acquired, it has 
been safely and innocently gained.’ 

Here we see one of the finest experiments ever 
made of the Abolition of Capital Punishment. Sir 
James Mackintosh shows that when the punishment 
of death existed, the murderers were as three to one 
to what they were when the penalty was not in- 
flicted! The experiment was made not among a 
well-educated people, but among a people of limited 
advantages. Among them were scattered four thon- 
| sand European soldiers, a class of men who invaria- 
bly corrupt the morals of a community. And then 
_here was a large mass of community. ‘It was a 
very fair experiment. There were two hundred thou- 
The experiment was continued for seuen years, 
-and we believe to the present day. We learned from 
'a very intelligent foreigner that the death-penalty 
| has never been restored. What more can we ask ? 
| Yet to-day, Massachusetts with her common-school 
/system, and all her advantages, intellectual and 
moral, still hesitates to try this great experiment 
for humanity. Her criminal code is yet darkened 
by the law of death. In her very midst the gallows 
rears its head. Some of the most despotic countries 
have tried the experiment. Year after year, has her 
citizens petitioned her Legislature, yet she clings to 
the death-penalty as the great safe-guard of life and 
property. But the gallows must fall. Its days are 
numbered. And we are not without hopes that Mas- 
sachusetts will yet lead the way in America in this 
great work of humanity. ¢. & 





Sa nd, 





——esYYw PY YY Yaw /~ 


DR. BENJAMIN RUSH. 


This eminent philanthropist was born near Phila- 
delphia, December 24, 1745, and died, April 19, 1813. 
Perhaps few men have accomplished more for hu- 
manity in the time that he lived—69 years—than 
Dr. Rush. He was entered as a student at Prince- 
ton College, N. J., and graduated in the 15th year 
of his age. He then was placed under the instruc- 
tion of Dr. Redman, of Philadelphia. In 1766, he 
entered the University of Edinburgh, with the view 
of prosecuting his medical studies, and in 1778, ob- 
tained the title of M. D. As a medical man he had 
few if any superiors in his age. Several golden 
medals were awarded him by crowned heads in the 
old world, which serve to show to what a lofty emi- 
nence he had arrived as a professor of the healing art. 
He was opposed to all war, and a devoted advocate 
of peace. He says :— 

‘] abbor war in all its forms, and I have often 
wished a new nomenclature cogld be invented, by 
which to designate all its business by more appro- 
priate terms. If the capture of a town by a siege, 
was called a national burglary; the sacking of a 
country, high-way robbery; and a battle, murder, 
it would excite more general horror in the minds of 
men.’ 

Dr. Rush was the friend of the oppressed. When 
the first Anti-Slavery Society was formed in the 
United States, he was unanimously chosen its presi- 
dent, so says the venerable Thomas Clarkson. He 
engaged also heartily in the temperance reformation. 
The first work ever issued from the American press 
upon this subject was written by Dr. Rush. His 
‘Inquiry into the effects of ardent spirits upon the 
human body and mind’ was circulated far and wide. 
Speaking of his effort to promote the temperance 
cause, the Rev. Mr. Gallagher, says :— 

‘His extensive knowledge of medical practice, en- 
abled him to give the subject a thorough investiga- 
tion. He pointed out the various diseases which 
were usually consequent upon the use of intoxicating 
drinks; showing that one third of the maniacs then 
in the Pennsylvania Hospital, were taken there 
through the influence of hard drinking. One thous- 
and copies of this work, we are told, were presented 
to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
for gratuitous distribution. This act alone shows 
the benevolence of the man. He was truly a philan- 
thropist. And it may be well expected that such a 
man would not sanction such harsh, denunciatory 
measures as have been employed to’ reform the 
inebriate. No. He proposed precisely the same 
measures sixty years ago, which are now so success- 
ful in the drunkard’s reformation, viz: ‘ Houses 
where they may be taken care of as moral and physi- 
cal patients, to be treated kindly, and encouraged to 
throw off the debasing habits, together with occupa- 
tion for mind and body.’ These were the measures 
_he recommended as necessary in the cure of the un- 
| fortunate.’ i 
Deeply interested in the reform of the penal code 
of Pennsylvania, Dr. Rush wrote a pamphlet entitled 
|‘ An enquiry into the effect of public punishment on 
criminals and on society.’ ‘In that paper,’ says his 
Eulogist, 
|, ‘He exposed the errors and mischief of a penal law 
just passed, which inflicted hard labor in public for 
some offences, which under the old system had been 
capital. The culprits were chained toa wheel-bar- 
row, their heads shaved, and they wore a_ particular 
dress, such in fact as may be seen in some parts of 
Europe, especially atRome. This pamphlet encoun- 
tered much ridicule and sarcasm; it was considered 
the production of a humane heart, but of a wild, vision- 
ary imagination. It proposed that punishment should 
be private, instead of public; confinement, low diet 
and religious instruction was recommended, and not- 
withstanding a moss powerful opposition, the princi- 








[ ples of the pamphlet finally prevailed, and three years 
after its passage the law was repealed.’ 

Thus were the labors of this eminent philanthropist 
crowned with success. 

The heart of a benevolent man like Doctor Rush 
was of course opposed to the infliction of the vunish- 
mentof death. He wrote a pamphlet in 1788, en- 
titled ‘ An inquiry into the justice and policy of pun- 
ishing murder with death.’ This work was replied 
to by a Rev. Mr. Annon, who advocated the contiu- 
ance of the bloody gallows. How surprising it is 
that while so many of the most eminent philanthro- 
pists are in favor of abolishing the death punishment, 
that the clergy as a body are in favor of continuing 
the barbarous practice. Surely their conduct in this 
particular is not calculated to insure the respeet and 
esteem of the wise and good. Notwithstanding, 
however, the sentiments advanced by Dr. Rush, were 
much opposed, yet in 1793, the Atorney General of 
Pennsylvania publisbed a work entiled ‘An inquiry 
how far the punishment of death is necessary in Penn- 
sylvania,’ in which he insisted upon the same argu- 
ments laid down by Dr, Rush, and at the next session 
of the Legislature, Capital Punishment was restricted 
to murder in the first degree, which is yet the law in 
that State. 

Were he now among the living, Dr. Rush would 
unquestionably be heartily engaged in the great moral 
movements of the age. By the eye of faith, he saw 
this day. Writing tothe Rev. Elhanan Winchester, 
with whom he was intimate, and with whom he deep- 
ly sympathized in religious opinions, Dr. Rush says, 
‘the benevolent spirit which has lately appeared in 
the world, in its governments—in its numerous phi- 
lanthropic and humane societies—and even in public 
entertainments, remind me of the first efforts of a 
child to move its body or limbs. These efforts are 
strong but irregular, and often in a contrary direc- 
tion to that which is intended. ‘Time and a few un- 
successful experiments soon bring these motions into 
a proper direction. 
no doubt to the present kind, but irregular and con- 
vulsive impulses of the humam heart. 


and human deliverers—but ere long public admira- 
tion and praise will rise to Him who is the light of 


kind!’ These thoughts are excellent, and are ex- 
pressed in a most beautiful manner. The time has 
now arrived when we should not only admire the 
precepts and doctrines which Jesus tanght, but we 
should carry them out into all the intercourse and 
business of human life. Ifthe death punishment is 


ciples of the gospel of Christ to this form of punish- 
ment. It will be seen that they are opposed one to 
the other, and we cannot but hope that ihe day is not 
far distant when we shall search for the gallows and 
it ‘shall not be found, yea when we shall diligently 
search for it, and it shall not be.’ 
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The meeting of the National Society for promoting 
the Abolition of Capital Puntshment.—Our friends will 
notice in another column the time and place of hold- 
ing this meeting. We earnestly hope that delegates 
from all parts of our country will be present. The 
following persons have been appointed to attend it by 
the Massachusetts Society, viz: 

Dr. Watter Cuannine; Hon. Ropert Ranrout, 


Hon. Isaac H. Wricut; Rev. E, H. Cuapin; Wen- 
DELL Puitiips, ANDREW Roseson, of New Bedford, 
Amasa Wacker, E. K. Wuirraker, Esqs. and Rev. 
Samvuet May, Leicester. 


Speaking of the recent execution of Carter and 
Parke in New Jersey, Manasseh Mordecai Noah, a | 
well known Jew ofthe city of New York, says:— 

‘The men were convicted solely on circumstantial] 


The same will happen, I have | 


At present 
they lead men to admire and celebrate human lights | 


the world, and who only delivers from evils of every | 


ever abolished, it must be done by applying the prin- | 


Jr.; Rev. Cuartes Spear; Rev. Jonn Picrront | 










































evidence, and this is why we call the execution a legal | 
murder. We do contend, and will sustain our argu- | 
ment, that inno case should human life be sacrificed | 
in consideration of circumstantial evidence. It is 
not proof positive—it may seem totally convincing, 
but it should never be permitted to outweigh the right 
to life. The experience of ages proves that it is not 
reliable testimony. Yet in direct opposition to the 
numerous facts which exist to sustain us in our posi- 
tion, two men, with protestation of innocence on their 
blanched lips, have been strangled to death before the 
eyes of the thousands of persons who made the event 
an excuse for a festival. While the unfortunate vic- 
tims of an inhuman and impolitic law were in the 
agonies of dissolution, the crowd, swayed to and fro 
by curiosity, looked on—not with horror, not in a 
spirit which might make the terrible exhibition a sal- 
utary and excellent example, a terror; but with the 
most frivolous passion the human _ heart conceives— | 
idle, reprehensible, sickening curiosity. When will 
the advocates of capital punishment cease their cries 
for blood? When will the fact that the punishment 
is of divine origin be rightly expounded? Pray Hea- 
ven—for the sake of humanity—that Lord Nugent’s 
prediction ‘that ere fifteen years are gone the scaf- 
fold will be unknown,’ will be verified.’ 





Some of the followers of Moses, it would seem, are 
in advance even of many of the proféssed disciples of 
Jesus in relation to Capital Punishment. 











Proceedings of the meeting of the Massa. 
chusetts Society for the Abolition of Capita) — 
Punishment. cali 

' : , F jshmer 

The Society met according to previous notice at li) pay 
o’clock, on Friday 34 inst., in the Washingtonian a<# 
Hall. It was thought best to adjourn to half pas: §' > ; 
two o’clock, P. M. 4 

Afternoon session. E. K. Waitaxer, Esq. was co Ve 
chosen President, and C. B. Stearns, Secretary. oa 

The following gentlemen addressed the meeting, Tempe 
and in a lucid, powerful and convincing manner, PF) 
showed, that in whatever light we viewed the gal. 9. only 
lows, whether as a_ violation of the principles 0; Ps 
Christianity, or as inexpedient, and unnecessary, i: @ 0 mo 
should be overthrown, viz: in the 

Revs. Caleb Stetson, John Pierpont, and A. Hitch. @ pire, at 
born, W. L. Garrison, C. Spear, Dr. Elder, of Penn, § feat 
Dr. W. Channing, J. G. Whittier, G. Bradburn, and ri 
J. M. Spear. wr 

Adjourned to meet in Rev. Mr. Ballou’s church a: rep sad 
7 o'clock, P. M. os 

aii lighted 

Evening session. R, F. Watcutt, was chosep , — 
President. crs 

Charles Spear, Wm. Lloyd Garrison, Hon. Isaa seana' 
H. Wright, Dr. Channing, Amasa Walker, J. T. Ev. 8. 4 su: 
erett, of Princeton, and Wm. H. Channing, addressed § ‘eet spa 
the meeting. iat. 

The following among other resolutions were adopt. ff Jrea sic 
ed: best re 
| Ist, Resolved, That petitions be forwarded to Con. “tape ag 
| gress during the next session for the entire abolition siekles 
of the death penalty in the code of the Union, anxious 

2d, Resolved, That the friends of the Abolition o; J the foll 
Capital Punishment be invited to preach on this sub. § 'ery ho 
ject the last Sabbath in November next. vfew < 
| It was also proposed by the meeting that the month, rl 
of December be devoted to the work of circulating pe. § Seing Pp 
titions in every town in the Commonwealth to be pre- a 
sented to the next Legislature. he kaos 

The meeting resolved that its members be called § jury. 
upon to pledge themselves each to procure a certain 9 — H 
number of paying subscribers to the newspaper called J Smith 1 
‘the Hangman,—the advocate for the Abolition of § ing for 
Capital Punishment. anging 

Those who were present appeared to be actuated ysoraoe 
_by an uncommon zeal, determined nor to let the mat. ’ fh 
ter rest, until the hideous gallows was swept from aie he 3 
the earth. Great hopes were expressed that the next B the floc 
Legislature of our own State would abolish the gal- § begging 
| lows. shrewd, 
POP Pet PE GT oe TT 

ried toa 

| Miss Doretuea L. Dix.—This indefatigable wo. § ‘tis Sta 

| man visited the State Prison during her stay at Tren- § 944 no. 

‘ton, and finding the Prison without a Library, and § ‘tly the 
destitute of other stated means of moral instruction 

resolved to provide one through her individnal re- 

sources. This is creditable to her feelings, but the 

| State should furnish the prison with a Library and 
| the other usual means of moral culture. It is as much >T 
| a part of the solitary plan of prison discipline as a slaon int 
| Keeper or bolts and locks. —Newerk ddv. pie 
CPT 
| New Jersey Lunatic Assytum.—The Building § twelve \ 
| Commissioners of the Lunatic Asylum met at Tren- § men. 
| ton this week, with the Governor, to adopt a plaa for PN 
the buildiug. Miss Dix was present with severa! 
| plans and drawings, combining the result of her ob- g Proved t 
| servations and experience. They have adopted a plan, § “8° °% b 
| which contemplates a building of three parts, to be [Hs 
, altogether 460 feet front; the centre building to be formerly 
| 60 feet front and 84 deep. The wings will be 200 § has bee: 

feet front each, and the whole is designed to make # Wm. H 

ample room for 200 patients. The design has been § Goshen, 

| adopted after careful examination of various Asylums § place of 
in the country, though the plan of no one of them has (OPA 
been followed, and it is thought to be altogether an iien ee 
improvement. Such we understand to be the opinion der of bi 
of Miss Dix, Dr. Kirkbridge, physician of the Sehuyl- 

kill Asylum, and others. The building will be three (Ei 

stories high. prison of 

The Commissioners are determined to proceed IFA 
with the work without delay, and advertise for pro- § proaches 
posals.— Newark Advertiser. sure of tl 

Miss Dix, having atcomplished her mission in CR 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania, will soon start for § continue 
Kentucky, to renew in another field, her laborious § practice 
work among scenes of wretchedness and suffering.— § We hear 

| Trenton Gazette, Sept. 22. Within t 
bers: on 
rrr RAAAAANS and third 

A BEAUTIFUL INCIDENT. 

A teacher of a school in the vicinity of Boston, miss os 7 
ed twelve cents, which were in a drawer in his . re 
school-house. Suspecting that one of the pupils had And pu 
taken the money, he improved a favorable opportuni- tPTh 
ty to speak tothem of the importance and blessings § inveterat 
consequent upon honesty, and he portrayed to them § ‘tantly, e 
the evils which must result from an opposite course. ICA 
Kindly he then informed them that he had lost the J 2.umber, | 
money which was in his drawer, and that, overcome embarkec 
by temptation, probably one of the boys had taken it. J , (97 Bis 
He did not know which one it was. He now advised | “*S en 
him affectionately to return it to the drawer again.— aia 
Within twelve hours the money was returned. ciet towa 

We delight to present incidents of this character to [Ar 
our readers, for we doubt not that they will exert 9 } berland 1 
sanctifying influence upon them. We desire them dorth doc 
io be peculiar readers—‘ zealous of good works.’ peor ¢ 
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ALL SORTS. 


(PA prisoner in the Virginia Penitentiary has 
murdered the Superintendent in revenge for a pun- 
ishment inflicted upon him. 


(The new Custom House in Boston is in rapid 
progress towards completion. 


(FeMr. Haypen, a Massachusetts gentleman, has 
siven $14,000 to the Vermont College at Burling- 
con, Vermont. 


(>The whole number of Divisions of the Sons of 
Temperance in the United States is 271. 


‘> Misers mistake gold for their good, whereas, it 
is only a means of attaining it. 


°F Six thousand persons perished in China during 
‘he month of May; four thousand by an earthquake 
in the province of Honan, in the centre of the em- 
sire, and two thousand by the burning of the Canton 
Theatre. 

(GLittie THIncs.—An eminent and successful 
qriculturist, when asked what made a good farmer, 
replied, ‘To mind little things.’ 

(PF ’Somebody says that matches may be readily 
lighted in damp weather by rubbing them on a cork. 
it will not cost much to make the experiment. 

(OA bridge across the Niagara, at the whirlpool, 
s seriously talked of. The distance is 332 feet. It 
would be a magnificent work, and is feasible. There 
s a suspension bridge in Switzerland of a thousand 
feet span. 

(FP Anecpote.—A good lady, who had two child- 
rea sick with the measles, wrote to a friend for the 
vest remedy. The friend had just received a note 
‘om another lady, inquiring the way to make pickles. 
in the confusion the lady who inquired about the 
sickles received the remedy for the measles, and the 
nxious mother of the sick children, read with horror 
‘he following: ‘Seald them three or four times in 
very hot vinegar, and sprinkle them with salt, and in 
ifew days they will be cured.’ 


a 


°F Lately, a laboring man, named Tucker, after 
being prevented hanging himself, laid himself across 
che rails of the Great Western Railway; but being 
liscovered, the speed of the train was slackened, and 
‘he iron engine-guards swept him off with little in- 
jury. 

(Hr Hancinc aA WIFE. 
Smith was arrested in New York, on 
ing for attempting to take the life 
ianging her with a rope, which he 
neck for that purpose. 

‘> PREACHING FoR HIS owN Bopy.—A Massachu- 
setts clergyman, writes us that last Sunday a slave 
who is a minister of the Gospel, and has charge of 
the flock of Christ in St. Louis, was in his pulpit 
begging money to buy his own body! ‘ He is bright, 
shrewd, and very respectable as a preacher.’ 

[>Tue Berrer Way.—A Mr. Wright was mar- 
ried to a Miss Betterway, in some parts unknown, In 
this State. An exchange paperasys that Mr. Wright 
had no doubt read Pope's Universal prayer, particu- 
larly the following verse of it :— 

‘If Lam riGurT, thy grace impart, 
Still in the right to stay ; 

If | am wrong, O teach my heart 
To find that BETTER WAY.’ 

°>The Plymouth County Cattle Show will take 
olace at Bridgewater, on the 15th inst. 

[HThe New York Evangelist gives a list of some 
twelve West Point Cadets, who have become clergy- 
men. 

(PF Wire fences are now made and highly ap- 
proved in Scotland, and are said to be cheaper than 
one of boards, or of posts and rails, 


[FSine Sine State Prison.—Hiram P. Rowel, 
formerly Clerk of the State Prison at Sing Sing, 
has been appointed Agent of that institution, vice 
Wm. H. Peck, removed, and Levi L. Lockwood, of 
Goshen, Orange county, has been appointed Clerk in 
place of Mr. Rowel. 

(Amos Kenpatt, it is said, has intimated a de- 
sire that the prosecution against Eliott for the mur- 
der of his son shall be continued. 

[>>Eight persons have recently died in Sing Sing 
prison of typhus fever. 

(>A man’s first care should be to avoid the re- 
proaches of his own conscience; his next the cen- 
sure of the world. 


(O-Runaways.—By some unknown means slaves 
continue to leave their masters in this vicinity. The 
Practice is so common, that it is becoming alarming. 
We hear of three young fellows who have escaped 
Within two or three days past; one from J. H. Cham- 
bers: one from the heirs of Milton Duty’s estate; 
and third from Geo. L. Lachland.— 

St. Louis New Era. 


RIGHTEOUSNESS, 


A man named James K. 
Tuesday morn- 
of his wife by 
got round her 


THE SUN OF 


I ask no other lamp to guide my way, 

Through darkest night, or at meridian day ; 

In death’s own shade, my Sun will give me light, 
And put the hovering hosts of hell to flight. 


_ (The late Lady Hester Stannore was a most 
inveterate devotee to tobacco—smoking her pipe con- 
stantly, even in bed. 


(A detachment of United States troops, 240 it 
number, arrived in this city from Newport, R. I., and 
embarked in the ship Albatross for Pensacola, Florida. 

(Bisnor Soure of the Methodist Church, South, 
has arrived at his new home in Nashville, Tenn. 


(GPSamvuet Appceton, Esq., has given a thous- 
and dollars to the Massachusetts Horticultural So- 
clet towards a fund for medals. 


(> Aristocratic Conpescenpsion.—A Northum- 
erland newspaper, reporting the ‘opening of the 
north dock at Seaham,’ observes: ‘The sea was al- 
lowed to enter IN THE PRESENCE OF THE Marquis AND 


ManrcHIone ss oF LONDONDERRY.’ 














The following will attract the attention of our 


young readers :— 
P H M 
M 


K O 


These letters in their proper place, 
Will show the world and thee, 
A cause of sorrow and disgrace, 
And source of misery. 
The above will be explained by folding the upper 
partly over the lower line of capitals. 


National Society for the Abolition of Capital Pun- 
ishment and the Presbyterian.—lIt is well known thata 
National Society for the Abolition of Capital Punish- 
ment is formed in the United States, having its seat 
in Philadelphia. In the Presbyterian of that city, of 
Sept. 6th, says the Zion’s Herald, is a strong article 
against the object, as flatly opposed to the practice 
and word of God. The Jewish laws, he contends, are 
unrepealed. The law of Noah is stronger still, and 
cannot bear the character of ceremonial. The same 
reason for the divine law still exists. The New Tes- 
tament also contains it. He mentions Matth. xxii. 
7; and xxvi. 52; Rom. xiii. 4; Rev. xiii. 10. But 
men would be wiser than God, and more compas- 
sionate than their Redeemer. 


~ - . ny 


CapitaL Triatin Massacuusetts.—The Supreme 
Judicial Court commenced its annual law Term in 
Worcester last Tuesday. Roath, alias Watkins, in- 
dicted for a capital offence, was arraigned, and plead- 
ed Not Guilty to his indictment. The Court assign- 
ed Judge Barton of Worcester, and Henry Chapin of 
Uxbridge, as his counsel. His trial commenced on 
Monday, of this week. In our next we shall proba- 
bly be able to inform our readers of the verdict of the 


jury. 


Beauties or Recuasism.—This is the title of a 
pretty litthke work put into our hands by the publisher, 
J. M. Usher. Although not a Rechabite, yet we are 
willing to select any thing that is good which that 
body or any other body may publish. We will seek 
for truth wherever we think it may be found, whether 
among heathens or christians, among secret societies 
or those that are not so, 

The little work before us is divided into eight chap- 
ters, andtreats upon the following subjects, viz :— 
Temperance, the Pledge, Moral Suasion, Sympathy, 
Prudential Benefits, the Age and Rechabism, and 
Rechabism inthe heart of Woman. The following 
from the chapter on Moral Snasion is exceedingly 
beautiful 

‘ The delirium of intemperance is strong, but moral 
suasion, the power of love, is stronger. We are 
aware, as we stated in another chapter, that, loath- 
some to the appetite and maddening to the brain as 
the first aleoholic cup may be, yet the very person 
who thus loathes it in the beginning may become so 
vitiated in taste and so transformed into a moral ma- 
niac, that he will at last cherish the sin, and deem it 
freedom and pleasure to indulge its burning woe. 

We are told of an aged prisoner whohad been con- 
fined and manacled for life in the dreary dungeon of 
the Bastile. From years quite immemorial he had 
lain amid its freezing horrors and hellish abomina- 
tions. He at last was set free, and told to go forth 
into the world and enjoy his freedom. He went 
forth. He found in the world no joy for himself, no 


friends to share his love, no kind, smiling faces to bid | 


him welcome; and he returned to his old dungeon 
and begged for a re-incarceration. 


‘ Those gloomy walls to him had grown 
A hermitage, and all his own.’ 


It is not seldom thecase with the inebriate, that he 
has a deranged love for his chains, and after being 
set free, chooses to return to his prison again. But 
when one does return tothat moral Bastile to resume 
its manacles and sorrows, is it not after all because 
he finds no good kind friend to rejoice with him, to 
encourage his noble endeavors, to bid him welcome 
to the feast of virtue, the gladness of liberty, and the 
communion of society? Like the aged prisoner, he 
finds himself alone and uncared for, and prefers a 
solitude and gloom with which he is familiar, to the 
solitude and gloom of a cold unsympathizing world. 
But we are not discouraged fur him. The scorching 
sin has not burned out his germ of humanity. He is 
yet a man, having a man’s bosom, anda man’s spirit, 
upon which the Father of angels bends a kind regard 
and a pardoning benediction. There are sympathies 
slumbering in the dark places of his soul that may be 
made to melt and dilate with the kindlings of love.— 
Sunken he is in deep transgression, but there is yet a 
seminal principle of goodness buried in his heart, that 


remains as the earnest of his redemption, and if touch- | 
ed by a loving sympathy, he will rise up and rend his | 


manacles, and go forth, with a heavenly freedom and 
a heavenly majesty, to a resurrection of life, and vir- 
tue and rejoicing.’ 

‘Moral suasion is an angel of beauty, and though 
often named and loudly lauded, she has not yet com- 
menced upon the sublimest triumphs of her conquests. 
She pleads from the heavens with a voice more sweet 
than the enrapturing concord of all melodious sounds, 
She stands panoplied in smiles, and the day-spring 
of paradise sits upon her form, for a robe and coronet 
of glory. She sends us promises, she utters parables 
that the dull, cold ear of the world will one day be 
ravished to hear. Her power never faileth. 

Men may refuse her message ; but she will plead | 


(kindly with them still. Men may be faithless ; but 
she will not waver. 
success, and forgetting what she has already accom- | 
plished, they may indulge in rage, and scatter fire- 


brands, and aspire to be Jupiters in wielding all the 


may withdraw her head in sorrow for a time, weeping | 
that, though she comes to her own, her own receive 
her not—lamenting most of all that the day of re- 
demption is delayed in every moment that her power | 
is fhrgotten ; but fear nothing for the end of her mis- | 
sion. She will re-appear when all other powers ol | 
reformation fail, and she will then be welcomed by 
many longing hearts, as the sweet-souled seraph of 
deliverance ; ‘a bruised reed shall she not break, and 
smoking flax shall she not quench till she send forth 
judgment unto victory.’ 

Like the flight of the Apocalyptic ange!, her course 
isin the midst of the new heavens; and though she 
may disappear from our view, it will not be to retire 
into oblivion, but only to soar above the clouds that 
envelope our darkling vision, to rest enchanted upon 
some holier height of progress, and replume herself 
for a still loftier sweep of her heavenly pinions; fol- 
lowing love in her triumphant soarings, and truth 
and light in their sky-ward ascensions as the mount- 
ing eagle followeth the sun !’ 

This work is for sale by the publisher, at 25. Corn- 
hill, Boston. We hope it will be extensively circu- 
lated. 
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(Tue Harpincer.—We received this excellent 

per, which is published by the Brook Farm Pha- 
anx, weekly, and read it with much pleasure. Very 
desirable is it that papers of the character of the Har- 
binger should be widely circulated, and extensively 
read, 

The publishers of the Harbinger have continued to 
direct a number of it to J. M. Spear, at Weymouth, 
his former residence. They can discontinue it, as 
we receive it in exchange for the Hangman. 


Under Sentence of Death! 


| MARYLAND! 
for engaging in an insurrection. 
| execution unknown. 

| NEW HAMPSHIRE! Anprew Howarp, 
for the murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept. 19th, 
| 18 13. Time of execution November 12th, 
appro 

NEW YORK!  Basz, the pirate. Now 
confined in the Tombs, New York City. The 
time of execution is fixed by the President on 
| the first Friday of June, 1846. 

Titer, for the murder of John Covert, 
-at Whitehall. Time of execution not known: 
| VERMONT! Eveene Crirrorp, for the 
murd-r of his wife and child. ‘Time of exe- 
_cution not fixed. 


The law is now that there shall be fifteen months 
between the sentence and execution, and then the 
|criminal is to be hung without an order from the 
| Executive. 


| MAINE! Tuomas Torn, for murder. 
_Now confined at hard labor in the State Pri- 


Time of execution not fixed. 





Ww. Wnuee er, a slave, 
Time of 











son. 

The law is that a criminal shall not be execured 

| till one year after sentence, and not even then with- 
out an order from the Executive. 


1 


friends of peace—al! who believe in the brotherhood 


Men may become impatient of} of the race—all who are in favor of a government 


of love, peace and impartial liberty—are cordially 


| invited to be present. Let thetime of the meeting 
dread thunders of war—and that angel of loveliness; be kept in constant remembrance, and a large at- 


ADIN BALLOU, Pres. 


tendance be the result. 
Wn. Lroyp Garrtson, See, 





FAN Anti-Stavery Tea Party will be held 
in Weymouth to-morrow, (Thursday) evening. Ad- 
dresses will be delivered by distinguished speakers. 





(l* Appison Davis, of Lynn, will lecture on Capi- 
tal Punishment in the following places viz: 


South Danvers, | Wednesday, Oct. 8 
Danvers, N. Mills, Thursday, . 9 
Manchester, Friday, - a 
Essex, Saturday, “0 shh 


The friends in the above places are requested to 
make the arrangements, and give an extended notice 
of these lectures. 


AA ALAR AAUAAAAS 


Philadelphia Socie 
lition of Capital Punishment. 


The annual meeting of this Society, will be held 
on Tvespay, the Lith of November next, the hour 
and place of meeting to be made known in the news- 
papers of the day. A general attendance of citizens 
of other counties, favorable to the measure, is earns 
estly requested, inasmuch as one of the principal 
objects of the meeting is to extend the agitation of 
this question over all parts of the State. 

HENRY S. PATTERSON, 
President. 
= iacoue | Vice Presidents. 
Joun AsutTon, Jr., 
Secretary. 


of Capital Punishment. 


(The annual meeting of this Society, will be 
held in the Chinese Saloon in the city of Philadelphia 
on Wednesday, November 12th, at 71-2 P.M. A 
general attendance of the friends of the cause is par- 
ticularly requested. 

GEORGE M. DALLAS, 
President. 
Rosert Rantovut, Jr., 
Witutiam T. McCoun, 
Henry 8S. Parrerson, Secretary. 


Vice Presidents. 


~™ PAD AY IO 


WASHINGTONIAN CONVENTION ! 

The officers of the Norfolk County W. T. A., will 
hold the ‘hird of a series of social Conventions at 
Weymourn Lanpine, in the Universalist Church, on 
Tuesday 14th inst., commencing at 10 o'clock, A. M. 
Among others, the following persons are expected to 
address the meeting, viz : 

Daniet Atten, E. K. Wurraxer, James Dona, 
Cox. Perry, and Epwin Tuompson. 

CuarLes Marsn, Sec’y. 
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Rects. to week ending October 3d. 





PENNSYLVANIA ! Francis Baster, 
Tunkhannock, Wyoming Co. 
on Friday, March 28th, 1845. 


from Prison. 
| 


Escaped 


Patton. Time of execution Nov. 2tst., 1845. 
LOUISIANA ! © Pautine, the slave. 
of execution, March 28, 1846. 


min W. Wait in New Orleans. Time of ex- 


ecution not appointed. 


IOWA! Wx. McCavtey, for the murder 
of Don Ferdinand Coffman, and infant 
daughter. 


Business Items. 


| (CPR. T. Acktey, of East Hampton, Conn., is in- 
| formed that we had on our book, in addition to his 
| name, that of R. Ackley. We have now discontinu- 
| ed the latter. We shall make no charge to him for 
| R. Ackley’s paper. 
| We shall be glad to have R. T. A.’s assistance in the 
| abolishment of the gallows. 
it. 

(Returned Parers.—Nor unfrequently post- 
masters and others return their papers with only their 


We suppose all is now right. | 


We very much need 


| 
| 





names written upon them. They should also inform | 
us in what town and state they reside. Will our| 
| friends attend to this matter in future ? 


[An Inquiny.—Where is Simeon Fearing for- | 
merly of Milton, Massachusetts? The P. M. of that! 
town informs us that he neglects to take our paper 
| from the office and that he probably has removed to} 
partsunknown. He owes 50 cents. 


ores? WPA 


NOTICES OF MEETINGS, LECTURES, &e. 
(> Non-ResistancE.—The annual meeting of the 
New England Non-Resistance Society will be held 


| in Boston, in the Chapel, under the Museum, Thurs- 


day and Friday, October 16th and 17th—at which all 


To be hung! 


i 


Samvet Kennepy, for the murder of Benja- | 


| 





| liams. 


Thomas R. Mackintosh, Scotsville, N. Y., 50c * 
' Timothy Parker, Saugus, Mass., 50c—E. F. Head, 
Boston, 50e—W. Nelson, do., $1—S. S. Pettingall 
do., 50e—R. Dearden, Saugus, 44c—Mr. Thing, ose 
ton, 25c—Rufus Rockwood, Leicester, 50e—Luther 


Jabez Boyp, for the murder of Wesley! Burnham, North Windham, Ct., 50e-—Levi Lincoln, 


do., 50e—J. L. B. Clark, South Walpole, 25¢e—Oli- 
ver Winship, Lexington, 1—J. C. Lindsey, Boston, 


Time; 1—Joseph Whittier, Lincoln, Me., 1—J. L. Rice, 


Charlton, Mass., i—R. Lamphere, Boston, 50e—J. 
lr. Sargent, do., 1—J. A. Whipple, Whitinsville, 
50e—W., Lackey, do., 50e—E. Fulton. Boston, 25e— 
Gerrit Smith, Peterboro’, 1-Rey. J. Pierpont, Boston, 
1—David S. Hoyt, Deerfield, 75¢—Ira Draper, Saugus, 
l-—B. F. Newhall, do., 1,25—C. M. Bond, do., 
25e—R. M. Whitehouse, Dover, 50e—Geo. Travais, 
Holliston, 50e—Robert Ray, do., 25e—L. Prince, 
do., 1—P. Dodge, Georgerown, Mass., 60c—P. D. 
Reed, Falls % Roads, 25c—Joshua Phillips, Allens 
Hill, 50e—G. Hill, Boston, 50c-—E. H. Vose, do., 
25e—C. F. Robins, do., 1—G. D. Fuller, Centreville, 
50c—James E. Rogers, Walpole, 1. 








In this city, Sept. 25, Theodore N. Hall, to Miss 
Rebecca B. Fairfield. 

Sept. 21st, by Rev Mr Taylor, Silas Lovell to Caro- 
line E. daughter of Joshua Woodard, Esq. 

On the 24th ult. at the Church on Church Green, by 
Rev Dr Young, William B. Bacon, Jamaica Plain, to 
Eleanor, daughter of Henry Gassett, Esq. of this city. 

Sept. 25th, by the Rev Mr Huntington, G. Henr 
Lodge, M. D. to Mary Elizabeth, daughter of D. Wii- 





DIED: 


At Cincinnati, Sept. 19th, Mrs Lydia B. Hills, wife 
of Mr Wm. F_ Hills, 41 ; 

_In Chelsea, Sept. 29th, of Consumption, Ann P. wife 
of Charles E. Shuff, 29. 

In Charlestown, Sept. 24th, Sarah, wife of Captain 
Robert B, Edes, 58 ; 25th, Mrs Betsey Glough, 45 ; 
29th, Miss Olive Badger, 22. 

In Somerville, William Farmelow, 19 

In West Cambridge, 23d, Bonjamin Hile, 70. 

In Cambridgeport, Sept. 27th, Ruth H. wife of James 
W. Gates, 29. 
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THE MARRIAGE OF BELPREGOR. 


‘ A good friend has sent us a number of ‘ Bentley’s 
Miscellany’ for 1843. Our attention was directed par- 
ticularly to a humorous extract from a poem entitled 
the ‘ Marriage of Belphegor.’ We present it to our 
readers : 


At the fall of man, 
When Satan began 
Hie official life on a business-like plan, 
He had taken much pains, as, indeed, not a few 
Of your other great union-house governors do, 
To make a sensation 
By good regulation, 
Shewing genius, as well as application 
To the duties of his responsible station ; 
Introducing among the sad population, 
Who now flocked in such numbers for accommodation, 
Spick and span a new line 
Of discipline. — 
Not only took merit he 
For proper severity, 
And for nice separation, 
And classification, 
And all else which is viewed with such deep admira- 
tion, 
And held up on a small scale for imitation, 
In those places on earth, which I hope we all may 
shun,— 
But in accurate book-keeping, too, as a science, 
He took very great pride, and placed no small reli- 
ance, 
Making up his accounts with precision and skill, 
On the double-entry principle ; 
Seeing all right 
Every Saturday night, 
The weekly admissions al! down, black and white, 
Not merely in columns of names alphabetical, 
Nor yet with dates only, in order numerical, 
But illustrated each with remarks parenthetical ; 
Asif for all future collectors to be 
What is called a ‘ Catalogue Raisonne.’ 








As thus :—No. 1.—Married.—Tired of his life.— 
Killed himself,—as’t was said, on account of his wife. 
No. 2.—Do.—Jealous.—Why, no one could tel].— 
Wife remarkably plain.—Shoved her into a well. 
(As a maxim in practical morals, ’tis known 
And much recommended, to ‘ leave well alone.’) 
They’d had words, it is true ;—still, one witness or 
more thought, 
From what he said after, ’twas malice aforethought. 
So, after a night 
Without fire, food, or light, 
The jury said, ‘ Guilty,—but served her right !” 
And the judge, who, good man ! very deeply lamented 
That the calendar, which was before him, presented 
Such an increase of crime, 
Felt it now was high time 
To save public morals from such dissolution ; 
So, determined to push on 
This his resolution, 
He carried the Law into due execution. 
The Law,—which, uniting all mercy and might, 
All those doth invite 
Who take a delight 
In the savage repast of a horrible sight, 
‘ You who’ve not yet gone further 
Than read of a murder, 
Who don’t know what the act is 
By personal practice, 
Your measure’s not fill’d— 
Come, and see a man kill’d " 


The Moral is clear, 
And the Law holds it dear, 
Long life to the Law !—it recruits for us here! 
Awakening thus into all its ferocity 
Every slumbering motive of human atrocity, 
Calling loud to the gamester, the sharper, the bully, 
Every ruffian who hath not yet run his course fully ! 
Every drunkard, thief, pick-purse, and petty defrauder, 
Every peace-breaking lord, every midnight marauder : 
*Come to Newgate door all, for your measure’s not 
filled ,— 
Come take a great lesson !—come see a man kill’d !’ 
The Law,—leading thus to the solemn conclusion, 
* Respect human life ! 
Oh ! respect human life ! 
The passions which lead on to murder are rife— 
Come subdue them !—by seeing an execution !’ 
A proceeding so full of all moral instructiveness, 
So plainly abating al! turn for destructiveness : 
So ready a cure for assassination 
By method of legal retaliation, 
(Called by medical men counter-irritation—) 
An ingenious prescription,—so wondrously fitted 
To lull indignation, 
And call up compassion 
Towards al] the worst scoundrels in all the creation, 
And men’s natural sympathies so te divide, 
That the wretch, in the end, is less hated than pitied 
Who could butcher the woman who’s lain by his side ! 


(Memorandum.)—Inspire all with whom I have weight 
On earth, in the state, 
To oppose those who prate, 

As, ’tis fear’d, hath become much the fashion of late, 
Against the extension 
And for the prevention 

Of the heli-filling process of human suspension. 


THE LAXT SILVER SPOON. 


AN INCIDENT OF REAL LIFE. 


We happened, not long ago to be sitting in 
the room of a friend the jeweller and silver- 
smith, well known to the community as a man 
of integrity and character. His attention was 
suddenly called by- the appearance of an elderly 
gentleman, who opened the door of the store, 
passed hastily into the back office where we 
were seated and observing that the store-keeper 





was not alone, as hastily withdrew. Our friend 
recognized, called to, aud followed him. They 
conversed together a few moments in an under 
tone, and then the store-keeper returned to his 
little office. We saw that he was agitated as 
well as affected. : 

He stammered as he attempted to continue the 
conversation with us, aud his eye was moistened 
with a tear. We looked at him inquiringly— 
he became more conlused; and finding it im- 
possible to control his feelings, or explain his 
conduct, be asked, ‘ Do you know that old gen- 
tleman!’ We replied that we thought we ¢id, 
but were not quite certain; and at the same 
time named an individual Who formerly stcod 
very high in our community as a merchant, 

Do you know anything of his circumstances? 

Nothing in detail but some facts that have 
reached us, authorize a belief that he is quite 
poor. 

Poor indeed; responded our friend—and he 
drew from the case in which he had deposited 
ita silver spoon. ‘ This,’ he remarked, ‘is the 
last of the family plate. Piece by piece bas 
been sold in this way, and for many weeks past 
the spoons have been disposed of by that worthy, 
but unfortunate man, with the object of obtain- 
ing means wherewith to go to market. And 
once, ten years ago, he ranked as a wealthy 
merchant of Philadelphia, and kept his carriage ! 
He is now reduced to this painful extremity— 
has three lovely daughters as well as an aged 
wife, who still look up to him as their only sup- 
port, and Heaven knows what they will do, with 
this their last resource, exhausted.’ 

Our friend had scarcely concluded this brief 
account, when the slight figure of a young fe 
male, closely veiled, passed into the store. He 
left us again, and was absent for some time. On 
returning he was evidently more affected than 
on the first occasion. And yet mingled with 
the sad expression of his countenance, was al. 
evident gleam of pleasure at something which 
had transpired. His story was a brief one.— 
The female was the youngest daughter of the 
old gentleman. She with her sisters bad long 
known their father’s distress, but not its full 
reality. They had seen their luxuries depart 
from them one by one, and instead of murmur- 
ing, had rejoiced that they were so well able to 
spare them. On the morning of the day in ques- 
tion, however, the mother came to them in tears, 
and told the whole story—adding that the last 
spoon had just been borne away in the manner 
and jor the purpose described. The poor girls 
were deeply touched, but the intelligence was 
not altogether unexpected—for they had long 
vainly endeavored to close their eves to the 
truth of the changed condition of their father. 
Their determination was speedily taken. They 
had still left many jewels, such as finger rings, 
bracelets and necklaces, relics of former days 
and affluent circumstances. These they gathered 
together, and the object ofthe youngest in visiting 
our friend, was to sell them for whatever they 
would bring, and place the money in the hands 
of the ruined merchant. The jeweller gave a 
liberal price, for knowing all the circumstances 
of the case, his heart softened like that of a 
child, and thanked God, as he related the little 
incident, that he possessed the means of assist- 
ing even indirectly, a family every way worthy, 
and whose members in the day of prosperity, 
never turned the beggar from the door empty 
handed.— Philadelphia Inquirer. 
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From the Christian World. 
A SCENE IN A RAIL ROAD CAR. 


He who truly loves his neighbor as himself, 
who sincerely desires to benefit his fellow- 
creatures, will daily meet with those who stand 
in need of his assistance. Wholly unnecessary 
will it be to seek opportunities to serve, the 
cause of humanity in foreign climes, and by 
crossing the trackless ocean, for the very street 
in which he lives, may afford him a sphere for 
the kindly action of a living faith and truthful 
spirit. ; 

I was forcibly struck with the above truth, 
while reflecting upon a little incident which oe- 
curred during my journey to Fall River, re- 
cently, where | intended to preach upon the 
following day. 
| A little boy of twelve years of age, poor and 
‘ragged, came into the car. There was a slight 
Shrinking from him, manifested by some of the 
well-dressed passengers. He took his seat qui- 
letly near me; and a sea captain, who entered at 
‘the same time, told me his touching story. I 
learned that he was a poor orphan, and three 
days before had been wrecked near Montauk 
Point; the schooner upon which he was, being 
struck by a white squall and instantly sunk; 
| oe the lad was floating upon some wood, a 
vessel near, which had seen the accident, sent 
| forth its boat to save from a watery grave any 
iwho might be rescued, They spied the little 
iboy floating amid the waste of waters and ap- 
proached him, but he with a generosity, alas too 
rare, cried out, ‘Never mind me, save the eap- 
tain, he bas a wife, and six children.’ Poor fel- 
low; he knew that the captain had those who 








THE HANGMAN., 





loved him and would need his support. The 
Captain iu telling me the story, was much af- 
fected, and said, with a generosity characteristic 
of the mariner,‘ The boy has only the clothes 
you see, sir, or he would not be so ragged. I! 
care not so much for myself, though | too lost 
all, but the poor lad will have a hard time of it.’ 
Several persons on hearing this story, gave small 
sums to the. poor orphan, and advised him to 
make a statement to other passengers, who would 
doubtless give something. ‘I am not a beggar,’ 
was his only answer, ‘1 don’t wish to beg their 
money.’ At this momenta fine, benevolent look- 
ing individual, arose in a seat near me, and un- 
ostentatiously offered to plead for him, who 
would not prefer his own claim. Most success- 
ful was the warm-hearted appeal, which he made 
to the passengers, and ten dollars was collected. 

The plain, practical, common-sense way, in 
which this person manifested his sympathy for a 
fellow-being, won my regard, and I| entered into 
conversation with him. ‘I’ve been a sailor my- 
self,’ he said; ‘the generous fellows ought not 
to want when misfortune, not vice, has rendered 
them destitute. I know this brave captain 
would share his last dollar with any one in dis- 
tress.’ 

He sat down in the vacant seat next me, and 
more and more was I pleased to find that his 
religion was no mere theory, no barren specu- 
lation, but an active principle. Lasked his name. 
‘JonaTHaAN Watker,’ was the reply, and the 
branded hand full well attested the fact. Yes, 
upon this man so benevolent, with a heart so 
tender, had the friends of slavery wreaked their 
shameful vengeance. 

Seldom bas the time seemed shorter than that 
spent by me in listening to his thrilling narrative 
of Southern outrage and cruelty. My heart sick- 
ened; it seemed almost impossible that men, 
created in the image of God, could be so vile, so 
brutal ; but the living evidence, the fatal brand, 
forced reluctant conviction. Here thought I, is 
a true mau, whose heart is unscathed by torture ; 
who not only sheds a tear for grieving and 
wronged humanity, but strains every nerve to 
relieve by his exertions. The smile of that no- 
ble-hearted, heroic boy, attests his warm grati- 
tude, and is ample reward to his benefactor. 

With reluctance I took leave of this true-souled 
man; and if the train of reflections which this 
incident suggested to me, shall be reproduced in 
the mind of any reader, my object in writing this 
hasty and imperfect sketch, will be aceomplish- 
ed. A. B. F. 
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Economy.—Don't pile on the wood—the room 
is warm enough. A good house-wife saves a 
number of dojlars in fuel in the course of a 
year. 

You are sweeping a pin in the fire—stop and 
pick it up. ‘Two or three rows of pins ought to | 
last a twelve-month; and they will last thus 
long in a prudent family. 

‘Take back the brush—you are burning it on 
the stove. When you wish to sweep the hearth 
take the old broom; it will answer just as well. 
In six weeks you will need a new brush in the 
house, if you continue to be as careless in the 
use of it. 

Put on an apron when about your work—it will 
save your gown. With a little care that calico 
dress will last six months longer. 

You look well, truly, with your feet in the fire. 
At this rate you will need a new pair of shoes 
every fortnight. Your last shoes were not worn 
much ; they were burnt out. 

There is a needlefal of thread on the window ; 
put it in your drawer, or it will be lost. A dozen 
such threads will make a skein. 

You intend to pass this evening at a neighbor’s 
house—carry your knitting work with you. You 
can work while you are talking. 

Take this dipper from the stove—there is no 
water in it. T’o-morrow I shall have to carry it 
down for Mr. Pennel to solder the bottom. 

You put too much soap on the clothes, it was 
but last month that Fernald bought us a barrel 
and now it is half gone. 

So much for economy. Who will not be 
economical? Save all you can. Hundreds of 
dollars are wasted in some families, when as 
much might be saved. Be careful of small leaks, 
unless you are, you will be poor as long as you 
live—this you may rely upon. 


Accommopatinc.—‘ Well, Mr. Green,’ said 
the Judge, ‘ you know it is my duty to order you 
to be hanged. 

‘Yes,’ languidly replied the culprit; ‘yes, 
judge, I spose so.’ 

‘Well, Mr. Green, when would it be most 
convenient for you to be hanged 7’, 

‘Well, you see, I don’t care a straw myself, 
any time the court may please.’ 

The court then directed the clerk to look in 
the Almanac and see if next Friday three weeks 
did not come on Sunday ; and having ascertain- 
ed that it did not, informed the offender that he 
would be taken out and hanged on that day at 
one o’clock. 





} 








‘Stop old feller,’ said this subject of the law, 


‘stop; I reckon the ager comes on about eleven 
that morning, and if its all the same to you I'd 
like to be hanged afore it comes on.—Spose you 
have me strung up at ten in the morning. |; 
would be a mighty great accommodation.’ 

i ee 


DARBY AND JOAN. 


When Darby saw the setting sun, 

He swung his scythe, and home he run ; 
Sat down, drank off his pint and said, 

* My work is done ! I'll go to bed,’ 

* My work is done !’ now roared Joan, 

‘ My work is done !’ your constant tone ; 
But hapless woman ne’er can say, 

‘My work is done,’ till judgement day. 


Here Darby hemmed and scratched his head, 
To answer what his Joan had said ; 

But all in vain, her tongue ran on— 
‘Yes, woman’s work is never done !’ 

At early dawn, as Darby rose, 

His Joan resumed her tai! of woes, 

When Darby said, ‘ To end the strife, 

Be you the man and I the wife ; 

Take you the scythe and mow, while I 
Will all your boasted cares supply.’ 
‘Content,’ quoth Joan, and out she went, 
While Darby to his new task bent. 


First Darby seized upon the broom, 
And whirled the dirt about the room, 
Which having done, he scarce knew how, 
He hied to milk the brindle cow. 

The brindle cow whisked round her tail 
In Darby’s eyes, and kicked the pail ; 
Poor Darby, vexed with grief and pain, 
Declared he’d never try again ; 

When turning round in sad amaze, 

He saw his cottage in a blaze ; 

For as he chanced to brush the room, 
In careless haste he fired the broom. 
The fire at last subdued, he swore 

The broom and he should meet no more 


Pressed by misfortune, and perplexed, 
Darby prepared for breakfast next ; 

But what to get he scarcely knew, 

The bread was spent, the butter too ; 
His hands bedaubed with paste and flour, 
Old Darby labored half an hour ; 

But hapless wight ! he could not make 
The dough take form of loaf or cake. 


As every door wide open stood, 

The pig came in, in quest of food, 

And stumbling onward with his snout, 
O’erset the churn—the cream ran out. 
As Darby turned the pig to beat, 

The slippery cream betrayed his feet ; 
He caught the bread trough in his fall, 
And down came Darby, trough and all ; 
The children, wakened with the clatter, 
Start up with ‘O, dear, what's the matter ”’ 
Old Jowler barked, and Tabby mewed, 
And hapless Darby bawled aloud— 


‘Return, do, Joan, as heretofore, 

I'll play the housewife’s part no more ; 
Since, now, by sad experience taught, 
Compared to thine, my work is nought. 
Henceforth, as duty calls, I’!! take 
Content, the plough, the scythe, the rake, 
I'l] vex thy honest soul no more, 

By scolding, as I’ve done before. 

Let each our proper task attend— 
Forgive the past, and try to mend.’ 





Titles of Jesus. 
By Cuaries Spear. 
Sixteenth edition, with rich Steel Engravings. Price $1. 
i ey work has received high commendations both 
in this country and in Europe. We subjoin atew 
notices from abroad. 
From the Enquirer, London. 

‘The author has brought together, with great dili- 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied to 
Christ in the Seriptures, amounting altogeiher to 
eighty. Each of these he explains and illustrates 
practically, conveying much useful comment in a pop- 
ular style, accompanied by a great variety of valuable, 
moral and devotional sentiment. We believe it is as 
yet scarcely known at this side of the Atlantic, but it 
would probably, suit the wants of many, and be es- 
teemed a valuable addition to our valuable stock of 
practical divinity. We have no hesitation in expres- 
sing our approbation of its prevailing opinions and 
tendency, and our hope that it will meet with a wel- 
come amongst us.” 

From the Bible Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 

‘We recommend this work to Christian families as 
a useful and interesting auxiliary to their devotional 
exercises, Werecommend it to congregational libra- 
ries, as a work that will seldom be allowed to rest 
upon the shelves. We recommend it to Sunday- 
school teachers as one of the best manuals we know, 
for rational explanation, and for practical lessons of 

iety and morality. And since it !s one of the goodly 
fashions of the present day for all persons who would 
aspire to any degree of literary taste, to display lite- 
rary ornaments on their drawing-room tables, we can 
confidently recommend it for this purpose too. In 
typography, paper, and binding, it is beautifully got 
up. It contains fine engravings by an eminent Ame- 
rican artist. And if visitors have occasionally to wait 
a few minutes for the appearance of the mistress of 
the house, we do not know how they could spend the 
time more pleasantly, than in perusing a section of 
the “ Names and Titles of Jesus.”’ 

From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 

‘This is a very interesting work, devotional and 
practical in its character and design. No one can 
yeruse the work without instruction and pleasure. 

ven in places in which-an individual may see rea- 
sons to differ from the writer, he must still admire his 
power of moral discrimination, and fee] at one with 
his love and veneration of the character of Christ. 

This work is not in the trade, but it is published aud 
sold by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. Rriggs, 
403 Washington Street, and B. Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 
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